
Discussion notes from Hosea, Chapter 5  

“What Happens When God Leaves Us to Ourselves?”


We spoke last class about the similarities between Hosea 4 and Romans 1.  From recent study 
of the latter we learned that:


   There are actually no true ‘agnostics.’  (They ‘knew,’ vv. 19, 32)


   There are really no true ‘atheists.’  (They knew God, v. 21)  All men worship something.  (Yet 	 	
	 the atheist must have a god outside of himself (transcendent) by definition.  I would 	 	
	 plead that the atheist makes a god of himself.


   Knowledge that is known leaves no ground for claims of moral excusability.  (v. 20)


   Many are fools.  (v. 21, 22)


   There are many ‘suppressors’ of (those who forcefully hold down) the truth.  (v. 18)


   It is to these that God sends a strong delusion that they might believe the lie (2 Thess. 	 	
	 2:10-12)  “You shall be as God knowing good and evil.”


   God has made plain and evident His ‘invisibles' - His eternal power and divine nature.


   Among mankind all are worshippers.  (23)


   When God gives men over to a reprobate mind they lose the ability to reason and make                  
	 distinctions.  (‘reprobate’ - adokimon, a mind that is rendered worthless because it is 	 	
	 unwilling and unable able to reason and perform logical distinction)


   All thinking becomes ‘confusion,’ a muddle of things mixed together without distinction or 	 	
	 discernment.


   There is a ‘cause and effect’ dynamic at work’.  God ‘gave them up’ because… (vv. 24, 26, 	 	
	 28).


   The result of this sinful autonomy is largely manifested in lawless sexual habituation.


   “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  To ‘know good and evil’         
	 we think gives us the authority to define what good and evil are.  Woe to those who call 		
	 evil good and good evil!


   Those given up to depravity see no worth or benefit in taking God (and His Law) into 	 	 	
	 consideration (v. 28).  “The fool says in his heart, no God” (to factor in to living).


  The suppressors even ‘know' that they are facing a judgment at which they will be 	 	 	
	 condemned (32) yet remain unmoved and approving of lawless behavior in others.


   Oh, what extravagant and exhaustive suppression of Truth!


How sin blinds men to their sin!  It is the epitome of slavery.




“Oh, the marvelous quietness and stillness that is in the thoughts and consciences of men, 
about their everlasting concernments, plainly shows this to be the life of the unregenerate.  
How few scruples, doubts, or fears shall you hear from them?  How many years may a man live 
in carnal families before he shall hear such a question as this seriously propounded, ‘What 
shall I do to the saved?’  There are no questions in their lips, because no fear or sense of 
danger in their hearts.’”  (John Flavel)  “The hardest thing about being a pastor is the questions 
people don’t ask.”  But imagine that agony as felt by the Almighty!


We want to be like the world, but “Unless we are different we will make no difference.”  
See the linkage between whoredom in Hosea’s day with the commands in James 4:1-6 
and 1 John 2:15-17. 

What happens when God says,  
“I leave you alone, to yourselves.”  “I give you up to your depravity?” 

1.  It is the worst of judgments.  (Refer to notes from last week.)  Verse 4 - the nation does not 
direct their deeds toward turning to their God.  The ‘spirit of harlotry’ ensnares in them.   (See 
Proverbs 11:6; 5:22, 23)  “He who commits sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).  “My word has no 
place in you…  Why are you not able to hear My word? (John 8:37, 44)  Their pride ensures 
their continued estrangement.


2.  Then when they pretend to seek the LORD, they will not find Him; for He has withdrawn 
Himself from them (verse 6).  They have acted ‘treacherously’.  (see Malachi 2:13-16)  Yet in 
Malachi it is not the adulterous wife, Gomer, who is rebuked, but the husband who has dealt 
treacherously in sending the wife away, divorcing her which the LORD hates.


3.  The threats to their freedom multiply.  (verses 8, 9)


4.  When they realize that the LORD actually has deserted them, they turn to other covenant 
alliances (verse 13).  But you cannot successfully “make a pact with the devil.”  Cite here our 
nation’s turning to China for alliance, financially and politically.


5.  The LORD becomes to them like a ‘moth’ and like ‘dry rot’ (verse 12).  He becomes more 
fearfully like a Lion that tears its prey, and there will be no rescue.  (verse14)  “A lion has roared! 
Who will not fear?  The Lord God has spoken!  Who can but prophesy?” …  “Prepare to meet 
your God, O Israel!”  (Amos 3:8;4:12)


6.  Until they acknowledge their offense and turn to seek His face.  Only in their extreme 
affliction will they earnestly begin again to seek Him.  (verse15)  Explain the difference 
between remedial justice and retributive justice.


In what ways to you see this sequence of events occurring in our nation, in the church? 

How can we reconcile the depths and the heights of relationship, from God’s departure, to His 
again appearing, from ‘no-mercy’ to ‘mercy,’ from ‘not-My-people,’ to ‘My people’?  They did 
not see fit to acknowledge Him so He doesn’t see fit to stay around.  So why would He again 
come back to them?  His abandonment leads eventually to their repentance.  “Behold the 
goodness and severity of God” (Romans 11:22).


Return again to the Prodigal Son parable.  Or is it the Prodigal Father?




From last week’s notes:


“I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom.”  “And he (Origen) has this 
pathetic expression upon it:  ‘God chastises every soul whom He loves; but would you hear the 
terrible voice of God’s indignation, hear Him, by the prophet Hosea, when he had reckoned up 
many wicked things which the people had committed.’  And he adds this: ‘I will not punish your 
daughters when they commit whoredom.’  This is terrible;  this is in the height.  And Bernard, 
speaking of the same thing says, ‘at the hearing of this, I tremble.  Then God is most angry 
when He shows no anger.  God keep me from this mercy, this kind of mercy is worse than all 
anger.’”  


Luther, “O unhappy and miserable men, whom God leaves to themselves, not resisting their 
lusts…”  Jerome, “I account it a part of unhappiness not to know adversity.  I judge you to be 
miserable because you have not been miserable.”  Or, “I judge him miserable who was never 
miserable.”  


(Note:  This is what the Puritan preachers understood to be “the spirit of bondage… to 
fear” (Romans 8:15) ie.  A necessary fear that might lead to conversion when the Law terrifies 
us as to our guilty standing before God.)


“Ephraim is joined to idols, leave him alone (v. 17).”  The Lord will not forever suffer long 
with sinners.  The door to the ark will one day be shut.  “Call upon Him while He may be found, 
while He is near” (Isa. 55:6, 7).  See also 1 Cor. 10:11,12;  Rom. 15:4;  2 Cor. 7:1.	


John Murray comments on Romans 1:27:  “Abandonment to immorality was the 
judicial consequence of apostasy.”


Then he continues:  “Here, however, a new element is interjected - the abandonment is said to 
be ‘the recompense which was due’.  Arbitrariness never characterizes the divine judgment.  
But here the apostle expressly reflects upon the correspondence between the sin and the 
retribution inflicted.  The ‘error’ recompensed by abandonment to these unnatural vices is the 
apostasy from the worship of God described in verses 21-23, 25 and the recompense itself 
consists, to use Shedd’s words, in ‘the gnawing unsatisfied lust itself, together with the 
dreadful physical and moral consequences of debauchery.’  In the apostle’s delineation of the 
moral squalor we must discover a conspicuous example of the wrath of God revealed from 
heaven.  And the degeneracy evinces the degradation which follows in the wake of idolatrous 
worship.  The proprieties which our own nature would dictate are shamefully desecrated and 
we ‘become blind at noonday.’”  (to use Calvin’s phrase)

	


