
 

 

Lesson 10        We will focus on only one application tonight. 
 
A. W. Tozer, “What we think of God is the most important matter in a man’s life.” 
 
Burroughs, page 223  “I beseech you to observe this, though you should forget many of 
the others (applications):  Make a good interpretation of God’s ways towards you.  If any 
good interpretation can be made of God’s ways towards you, make it.” 
 
(Go back to the garden temptation.  There is more than one interpretation possible regarding 
God’s command to Adam.) 
 
“When God deals with us otherwise than we would want Him to do, if one interpretation worse 
than another can be put upon it, we will be sure to do it.  Thus, when an affliction befalls you, 
many good reasons may be made of God’s works towards you  You should think thus: 
 
1.  It may be that God intends only to try me by this. 
 
Job 23:10-12   “But He knows the way I take; 

When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 
  My foot has held fast to His path; 

I have kept His way and not turned aside. 
  I have not departed from the command of His lips; 

I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. 
 
2.  It may be that God saw my heart was too much set on the creature, and so He intends to 
show me what is in my heart. 
 
“To the degree that I experience an inordinate sorrow upon the loss of some comfort it surely 

shows that I had an immoderate love of that thing while I possessed it.  They are 
proportional as a rule.”  Think of David at the death of Absalom (2 Sam. 18:33). 

 
3.  It may be that God saw that if my wealth did continue, I should fall into sin.  Perhaps my 
more prosperous position would be the worse for my soul. 
 
Proverbs 30:8, 9 - “Give me neither poverty nor riches.  Feed me with the food allotted to me; 
Lest I be full and deny You, and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’  Or lest I be poor and steal, and 
profane the name of my God." 
 
4.  It may be that God intended only to exercise some grace. 
 
Romans 4:17-22  “A father of many nations have I made you in the presence of Him whom he 

believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not 
exist.  In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many 
nations according to that which had been spoken, ‘So shall your descendants be.' 

  Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead 
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 

  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in 
faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was 
able also to perform.  Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness.” 

 



 

 

5.  I may be that God intends to prepare me for some great work which He has for me, but first 
the trial must prepare me for that responsibility. 
 
Psalm 105:17-19 -  “He sent a man before them - Joseph - who was sold as a slave.  They hurt 
his feet with fetters; He was laid in irons, until the time that His word came to pass, the Word of 
the LORD tested him” 
 
In The Lord of the Rings Gandolf the grey becomes Gandolf the white. 
 
“Lord, I knew you to be a ‘hard’ man…”  (from Matthew 25:24)    skleros  hard, harsh, 
demanding, dried up and lacking moisture  arterio-sklerosis a hardening of the arteries…  See 
Jude 15. 
 
Is it true that the LORD is a “hard man?”  Like a dried stick that no longer bends but can only 
crack and snap when pressure is applied.  How demeaning that is to God!  Why should He not 
correct such impudence and misrepresentation of character? 
 
“‘I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man’.  He sees nothing of his master’s kindness: 
in his shortsighted eyes the great man is all parsimonious severity, and therefore the servant is 
simply afraid.  He is just like Adam, who, though once convinced of God’s goodness, becomes 
tempted to think of God as mean-spirited and uncharitably restrictive”  (Michael Reeves, Rejoice 
and Tremble, page 33). 
 
Satan laboureth to represent God by halves, only as a consuming fire, as clothed with justice 
and vengeance.  Oh, No!  It is true He will not suffer His mercy to be abused by contemptuous 
sinners; He will not clear the guilty, though He waiteth long on them before He destroyeth them; 
but the main of His name is ‘His mercy and goodness.”  (Thomas Manton, Reeves, page 34) 
 
Of all that matters in the world, nothing matters more than what we think of God.  And of all 
those who present God to us in this life, none is more significant than our fathers.  And Jesus 
taught His disciples first of all to pray:  “Our Father in heaven…” 
 
Jacob said, “All things are against me.”  (see Genesis 42:36)  No, Jacob, they are not.  
Things are not as they seem.  Actually, the opposite is true.  All things are working for your 
good. 
 
Burroughs urges us to compare Genesis 18:12 with 1 Peter 3:6 and 1 Cor. 13:7 
 
 
“Blessed be the LORD, for He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city!  For I 
said in my haste, ‘I am cut off from before Your eyes’; nevertheless You heard the voice of my 
supplications when I cried out to You.”  (Psalm 31:21, 22) 
 


